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Japan’s
Educational System

etc
-*"“ EXAM #2 — 18 year olds

High School Entrance Examination EXAM #1 15 year olds

University Entrance Examinations




High School Entrance Exams —
Kumamoto Prefecture

1. Daiichi Kotogakko
2. Daini Kotogakko
3. Tamana Kotogakko (Girls Only)

Bottom: Yushinkan High School



Fergus High School
Lewistown, MT
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C.R. Anderson Middle School




How does all of this relate to
assessment today?

*Early Career
*Transformation
*Where I'm at today...




Early Career - Fergus High

* TESTING
33 M/C Questions, 3 pts. Each.
1 pt. for name/period.
100 points total.
Hole punch answers to create an overlay.
Scantrons

Memorize, right/wrong... Move on (and forget
most of the material)




The Masters Experience

* James Madison Fellow, Class of 2000
* Year Leave of Absence

* First at UM under Dr. Jim Lopach, Dr. Mike Laslovich, and so
many others...

* Then at Georgetown, wrestling with the positions of the

Federalists and the Anti-Federalists and the forming of our
nation.

* What did | think? What did | believe? Why?




Philosophy Evolved...

Develop skills to gather information.

Posit an assertion.

Back that assertion up with textual evidence.

Effectively communicate your ideas in written and oral form.




What is Assessment Doing for
Montana’s Students?

* Assessment today demands that students collect, synthesize,
summarize, and draw conclusions from multiple sources or
perspectives.

* Students can no longer settle for the ‘right answer.’

* How students frame the answer has become increasingly
important.

le., 10-Word Summary

* The pace of change may not be as fast as some would like to
see, but the focus of instruction is shifting.

* We no longer need to memorize information available on our
phones daily. We need to develop skills that allow young
people to come to their own conclusions and understand why.

* We see this change in any number of academic subjects.




[s this more than just English
and Math?

* hsolutely!!




Non-scientific Case Example

* 3 English classes, same instructor.

2 classes have science courses that
emphasize annotating and writing
summaries of current scientific topics
(Science Journals, NPR, etc.).

1 class is learning in a more traditional
“read the article and answer the
guestions” fashion.

Both are getting master
teaching/content. But...




STAR Reading Test Results
Sept. ‘16 toJan. 17

Standard Class 1 Class 2 (23 of | Class 3 (24 of
Score (23 of 25 students) | 23 Students) | 24 Students)

09/09/2016
01/11/2017 1040 960 925
Change +43 +57 -31

YES YES Science Class
Incorporating
Annotations/S

ummaries
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... Which
becomes
this!

Science P. 4
5 Dec. 2016
How Many Cells Are In Your Body?

The National Geographic article "How Many Cells Are In Your Body?" explains the
various methods used by scientists to determine the number of cells in a human body. If you
counted 10 cells every second it would take tens of thousands of years to be able to count every
cell in your body. Scientists theorize that one cell is equivalent to one nanogram; this means, on
an average man who weighs 70 kg, would have 70 trillion cells in/on his body. Another theory
scientists have discussed is when they determined the volume of one cell they can figure total
number of cells. The volume of a cell is equal to 0.000000004 cm?. Since the average man
weighs 70 kg, this would equal approximately 15 trillion cells in/on the body. These two
completely different answers show that it is difficult to determine the exact amount of cells in a
human body. Because of the different answers, yet another set of scientists counted cells on the
skin, gall bladder, intestines, knee joints, bone marrow and a variety of other tissues and came up
with an approximate number of 37.2 trillion cells. Scientists have determined this is the best
answer, but they need to continue to research in order to come up with an even more precise way

to determine the amount of cells in a human body.

Work Cited
Zimmer, Carl. "How Many Cells Are In Your Body?" National Geographic. National

Geographic Partners. LLC. 2015-2016. WEB. 2 Dec. 2016.




In Social Studies:

* Case studies of urban sprawl in North America related back to
challenges facing our community with growth.

* Debating the future of the Great Lakes: The Boomers vs. The
Doomers.

* Amazon Rainforests — balancing competing interests.
* Spatial Inequality in Mexico City... haves and have-nots.
* Wall Map of Our State!
* Cross-Curricular Local History Project.
Annotating
Summarizing/organizing
Concept mapping and writing
Publishing and Filming...

* Whether it is through field experiences or within the classroom, we
are focused on developing skills within our students to learn and
express themselves!




ERVERHEAD ™
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3 | Canada and the United States Challenge 4

Find the area of the continental United States that is
least populated. What physical features might help
explain why the population density is so low? How
might elevation and vegetation zones also help explain
the low population density?

4 | Canada and the United States Challenge 4

Which of Canada’s cities has the largest population?
How might the climate and economic activity of the
area help explain why so many people live there?

5 | Canada and the United States Challenge 4

A farmer grows sugarcane, a crop that does well only
in a humid subtropical climate with other tropical
grassland vegetation. In his free time, he loves to go
sailing on the ocean year-round. His farm is near a
densely populated city that lies on a very large river.

Where does the farmer live? Why do you think so?

6 | Canada and the United States Challenge 4

In what city does this person live? Why do you think so? |

"My city is an urban area with more than four million |
people. Like many people here, I work in manufacturing.
My brother is a commercial fisherman. We are sur-
rounded by mountains, but also have many beautiful |
beaches. Our Mediterranean climate makes the weather
generally mild. It rains occasionally. Sometimes we '
worry about chaparral fires in the nearby hills.”
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